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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

23 October 2011 

The Revd Canon  

Samuel Habimana 
Pastor Katoke Anglican Church, Tanzania 

Readings: Leviticus 19.1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 1.1-13; Matthew 22.34-46 
 

Being holy, as God is holy 
 
My name is Rev. Canon Samuel Habimana from Tanzania, East Africa; but I was born in Rwanda 
(Central Africa) where I left at the age of 22 years old to go to Tanzania as a refugee 50 years ago. 
My name is a Rwandan name. Haba, means “there is”, and Imana means “God”; so my name 
Habimana means “There is God”. My wife and I are now Tanzanians. 

I bring many greetings from my wife HENRIETTE, who is well known as “Mama Haleluya” 
(“mother of Hallelujah”). Hallelujah is our first born son. In Tanzania, a mother is known by the 
name of her first born child. 

I also bring greetings from my whole family, from my Bishop Jacton Lugumila, from Katoke 
Anglican Church, from Katoke-Lweru Secondary School, from Katoke Teachers College and from 
Katoke Dispensary, and from the whole community of Katoke, and others who knew that I was 
coming to Australia. 

I give my thanks to Rev Chris Albany for inviting me and for giving me this chance to share with 
you God’s Word 

In today’s reading from Leviticus 19:1-2 God says, “You shall be holy; for I the Lord your God am 
holy.” The Bible which is God’s Word is not like a historical book that you read, and when you 
have read it, you put it aside; it is rather like a mirror; when you have read it, see yourself through 
it. These words were said to the people of Israel many years ago, but even today God speaks to us 
saying the same words. Our God is holy and He wants you and me to be holy. Are you holy? If the 
answer is no, do you want to be holy? 

But how can we get this holiness? 

When Isaiah saw God and the Seraphim singing to Him “Holy. Holy!” (Isaiah 6: 1-8), he cried 
saying, “woe is me!” For I am lost. For I am a man of unclean lips! He saw the holy God, but when 
he looked at himself, he saw that he was a sinner. You can’t see the holy God and fail to see your 
sins. Our sins prevent us from being holy; you can’t be holy unless your guilt is taken away and 
your sin is forgiven; that was why Isaiah cried. But when God’s burning coal touched his lips, and 
was told that his sin was forgiven (v.7), he was ready to go to work for God (v.8). Jesus, as the 
Lamb of God, is the only one who can take away our sins. When our sins are taken away and are 
forgiven, we become holy. 

When I was 8 years old, I was touched by God’s Word, and learned that I should be holy, and that 
the only way of getting that holiness was to ask Jesus to come into my heart and be my personal 
Lord and Saviour.  

Jesus is always Lord and Saviour; whether one agrees or disagrees, whether one believes or does 
not believe, Jesus is the Lord and the Saviour of the world for ever and ever; but there must be a 
time when every person should make his or her decision to accept Him to be his or her personal 
Lord and Saviour. Whether your parents are or were Christians and you were baptized as a baby, it 
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is good but not good enough. You may be doing good things in the Church, for instance preaching, 
singing in the choir, teaching Sunday School, being Church Warden etc., these are good but not 
good enough to make you holy. You must make a decision to ask Jesus to come into your heart and 
be your own Lord and Saviour. 

I made that decision [when I was 8 years old]. Since then Jesus is my personal Lord and Saviour; 
He saved me and I praise Him so much. 

We get God’s holiness by accepting Jesus to save us by washing away our sins by His blood that He 
shed for us on the cross, This is possible for us all, because God’s Word in Paul’s letter to Titus 
Chapter 2:11, says “For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men.” So, when you 
are saved by God’s Grace, ask Jesus to abide in your heart; He alone can keep you clean by washing 
you through His blood, and that is the only way by which we can be holy. 

In Hebrews 12:14 we read, “Strive for peace with all men, and for the holiness – without which no 
one will see the Lord.” 

May God help us to strive for His holiness. 

I also praise God that He has healed me physically; you may have heard about my miraculous cure 
of back problem, heart problem and cancer problem; but God has healed me miraculously. I really 
give Him many thanks 

God bless you. 

_____________________________ 


